
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Nicholas Guehlstorf 

Department: Environmental Sciences and Political Science 

Email Address: nguehls@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3551 

Campus Mail Box: 1099 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One unfunded student volunteer only. This position does not come with a financial award. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[x] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

8 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

ENSC 498, ENSC 499, 1-2 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Science West and Biotechnology Lab Incubator, University Park 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students 

from these areas: -- Chemistry, Biology, Geography, Political Science, Environmental 

Sciences, History 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

As the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) approaches the end of statutory obligations in 2022, 

it is critically important that objective assessments of the law's successes, failures, and 

potential next steps be accomplished for meaningful environmental democracy. This project 

seeks to understand stakeholder attitudes by a state by state basis with perceptions of the 

RFS by utilizing a mixed methods approach of policy analysis. 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students will help Dr. Guehlstorf and Ph.D. student Breckenridge employs a quantitative 

analysis of Congressional scorecard rankings from two interest groups—one general interest 

environmental and the other special interest agricultural—combined with notice and 

comments from the Federal Register from federal agency employees and industry RFS 

stakeholders. Instead of using the advocacy coalition framework of policy change by Paul 

Sabatier this work examines the role of policy-oriented learning therein used by John 

Kingdon’s multiple-streams framework. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

The URCA Assistant will help prepare a manuscript for presentation and publication as the 

final results will be mapped in a geographic information system (GIS) to highlight 

geopolitical and spatial trends, providing contextual analysis informed by theories of policy 

legitimation, geopolitics, and regime policy theory. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Schedule of work is not specific 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

The project has some team work and experiential learning to incorporate social science 

knowledge with natural science applications but location is not specific. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

N/a 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/a 


